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Minuies of the 4% Meeting ol the Standing Commitlee to review applications for commercial
release ol Bt cotfon hyvbrids expressing approved events under ‘event based approval
mechanism (EBAM) held on 7™M av, 2000 in DBT, New Dethi "

The 4™ meeting of the Standing Comminee 1o review applications lor commerceial release of Bt cottan
hybrids expressing approved cvents under “event based approval mechanism (EBAM) was held on
™ May, 2010 in Department of Biotechnology, New Belhi under the Chairmanship of Dr. P
Balasubrmmanian, Professar. Centre for Plant Moleculir Biology (CPMB). TNALL Cotmbatore. The
list of participanis is enclosed at Annexure-i.

Weteome Remarks by the Chairman

Dr. P Balasubramanian, Chairman, Standing Committee extended a formal welcome to all members
. ' < & 1 F Rt o e A e its 3
of Standing Camminee for the 4™ meering and initinted the process of the meeting.
g g ! t

Leave of Absende

The Committee noted that Dr. K. R. Kranthi had informed that he would be not be able to attend the
meeting, |.eave of absence was yranted 10 Dr. Kranthi,

Action taken report by the Member- Seerctary

Member Secreary distributed the Action Taken Repont of the 3" Standing Commiitiee meeting held
on 12032010, Tt was informed by the Member-Secretary that necessary follow up action was iaken
on the recommendations of the Stnding Committee in its 3" mecting and letters were issued 1o State
Agriculture Departimentsfapplicanis.

Remarks/Views by the Members

The members expressed their concern to the large number ol applications as well as hybrids
received by the Sumding Comminee for consideration. The committee stressed the need of
certification of hybrids by Siate Agriculiure Departments and State Agricultural Liniversities before
these hvbrids reach the market/ farmers. The Committee noted that in the 3" meeting of the Standing
Conitice. a recommendation was made that one year SAU winl is neeessary and the TOR for the
Standing Commitice should be revised accordingly. The committee re-emphasized the need of one
_\'chr SAU trial and directed the Member-Secretary 1o tnke up the issue with GEAC for necessary
action. The members observed (hat the number of hyvbrids in the market is 1oo many and therelore the
commitiee felt that the number of vbrids per recognized R&D seed firms should be restricted.

The commitiee abserved that M/s. JK Seeds have intimated that they have lorwanded ll_u:
recommended hvbrids for testing at CICR. Nagpur along with event specific primer sequence dqlails
and deposited the preseribed fee. But no response has been received from Més. Nath Sceds/ Mis.
Glabal Transgenes 1.td, Aurangabad regarding this stipufated condition of G LAC.

The Committee deliberated on the issue and directed the Member-Seeretary ta issue the permission
letters for the recommended hvbrids of Mis. Nath Seeds/ M/s. Global Transgenes Lid. Aurangabad
and their sub-licensees only alier confirmalion of complying with the stipulaled conditions by these
applicants.



The Convmittee atso noted thar in the 3 meeling, decision has already been tuken unanimously tat
in fatere CICR will depute seme rechnical person 1o collect seed samples of recommended hybrids
from open marke! for scientific scrutiny and vertlication of the ¢laims af the applicants and the
applicants should deposit the fee with CICR and  get the Jee reccips for record. The
applicantsiagriculiure Depactments ave not required 1o send sumples  separately  for event
testing/eonfirmation henceforth for the fresh applications.

Recommendations of the Bt cotton hybrids to referral laboratories

Various applications submitted by the applicants were considered by the Standing-Coninitice
taking inte account she TOR (Terms of Reference) of the Committee. The Standing Commitee kept
i view the following parameters for evaluating and deciding the commercial release of the BL
Cottan hvbrids expressing four approved events under “event based approval mechanism (EBAM)
while making recommendations tor the consideration of the different State Agriculture Departments
with information to GEAC:

a Confismation of geae! event through molecular characterization by the ficensar that the
geneds which is being used is one of the approved events:

b Level of protein expression in green house and [ield trials:

¢ Morphological characiers using DUS descriptors as per PPVF&RA guidelines;

& Bio-efficacy data gencrated in laboratory canditions:

¢) Autharization certificate’ No Ohjection Certificate (NOC) from technology provider in

case of sub-lhicensee: and

"'L'he Standing Commitiee shatl Ty down rules and procedure for submission of
apphication and conduct of the meetings.

Based on the stipalations of GEAC, the Standing Committee recommended different hybrids
i North and Central Zones for (heir hiosafery clearnnce as per Annexure-1l. The commitlee
recommended that the anpfications for South Zone will be considered in the next meeting.

I'he commiliee deliberated on the request from various seed companies for inclusion of South
Rajasthan (Banswara vegion) in the Central Zone for release of B Catlon hyhrids approved lor
commercialization. The commitree also noted the contents of the OM received from the GEAC dated
27.11.2009. The committee recommended that Banswara region in South Rajasthan can be considered
under Central zone for the purpose of cultivation of I3t cotton hybrids recommended lor Central Zone.
the Standing Committee decided that this shall be etfective from 17.04.2009 only. The Cominitice
divected the Member-Seeretary o request GEAC 10 provide clarification as para 2 & 3 ol the OM
dated 27.11.2009 are contradictory in nature as in para-2 the zonal restriction is mentioned on the
basis of agro-climatic factors but in para-3. it has been indicated that “there ts no zonal restrichion
with the adoption of the EBAM. Applicants may request for release of Bt catton hybrids for any
region”. The conumities also observed that the hvbrids approved for Central & South Zones cannot be
approved Tor North Zone until they are field evaluated on account of CLCuV probiems in North
Zone. The application submitted by Més. Nuziveedu Sceds Pyt Lid.. Hyderabad and Mfs. Prabhai
Agri Bioteeh Ltd. Hyderabad quoting GEAC OM dated 27.11.2009 will be considered afier
abtaining the clarification trom GEAC.



[l ceccived from s, Rast Seeds PV L., A
reparding the pHeaal use of proprietasy cotion hybrid { BCH-2 parents by Mis. JK Agrd (uenuzc-' Lad.
Hu jerabad 1o 1899 BG-H B3t cotien hyby s, The commitiee advised M/s. Rast Geeds 10 APPIOt ach

PPV &ETRA 10 confirm their chaim and senfement of dispure el ating to plant pro jection, 45 PPV EFRA
ealuate the DuS q characteristics.

The mewbers whhua'\.d g the comp

s the mn.s‘rmn.on.d authority having the Jisererionary poWCT 10 ¢

It was noticed by the (_onmmtm ihat many tirms pre eferred Tov meluding a lot of hybrids i

one singie apt Nication.  This causes hardship i evaluation of the dutd provided. Hence. onc
application fora shatl comain data pertaining Lo single hy brid.

o oof M/s K ohinoey Seeds for markeing the Bt

The committee considered the app plicatic
cant hus

cotlon pbrids du.doped by Mis. Amar Biotech and mwmmuulgd the same as the apphics
complicd with all stipul jated conditions. The permit felier should be wssuied 10 Mos. K ohinoar Se¢ eds

with a copy 1o My, Amar Biotech.

Wiih the abave. ‘he meeling ended with thanks to e Chair.
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